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Course Description

This course offers a critical examination of Psychopathic Personality Disorder or “psychopathy”—a diagnosis historically associated with callousness, lack of empathy, and chronic antisocial behavior. Since the 1990s, psychopathy has played an increasingly prominent role in the U.S. and Canadian criminal justice systems, influencing decisions related to sentencing, rehabilitation, and parole. Drawing on insights from contemporary psychological research, students will explore the historical, scientific, and ethical dimensions of this controversial diagnosis. Core questions include: How dangerous are individuals labeled as psychopathic? Can psychopathic individuals benefit from treatment? Are there identifiable neurobiological markers of psychopathy? Do current theories provide a coherent account of the disorder? And, crucially, is it ethically justifiable to use the diagnosis in legal contexts? The course is based on Psychopathy Unmasked: The Rise and Fall of a Dangerous Diagnosis by Dr. Rasmus Rosenberg Larsen and encourages students to think critically about how contested psychological constructs shape real-world legal outcomes.
LEARNING OUTCOMES

Students will be able to:

· Read and analyze academic research in forensic psychology. 

· Apprehend central claims and theories about psychopathy.

· Explore how psychopathy assessments have been used in the legal system.
· Advance critical thinking skills in relation to interdisciplinary research.
REQUIRED TEXT AND SUPPLEMENTARY READING

Required Text: The course uses the following textbook, which is available at the UTM Bookstore and/or UTM Library:
· Larsen, Rasmus R. (2025). Psychopathy Unmasked: The Rise and Fall of a Dangerous Diagnosis (MIT Press). UTM Library Link and UTM Bookstore.

· Supplemental readings are linked/uploaded to Quercus.
GRADING SCHEME:

	Grade Item
	Date
	% Final Grade

	Quiz #1
	September 28
	15%

	Quiz #2
	October 26
	15%

	Quiz #3
	November 30
	15%

	Lecture Reviews
	Multiple Deadlines
	15%

	Assignment #1
	October 19
	20%

	Assignment #2
	November 23
	20%


Quizzes: The quizzes are based on information from both the reading and lecture material (e.g., lecture slides). A typical quiz consists of approximately 40-50 questions, primarily multiple-choice and true/false. The quizzes are completed online via Quercus. 

Lecture Review: Students must complete a total of 12 Lecture Reviews consisting of short, online quizzes and exercises that engage students on information conveyed during the weekly in-class modules. A typical Lecture Review consists of approximately five questions. The Lecture Reviews are completed online via Quercus. 

Written Assignments: Students must complete a total of 2 x written assignments (see schedule below). An assignment consists of a 1-2-pages written answer to text and lecture specific questions. The assignments are accessed and submitted via Quercus.
Final grades will be calculated according to the weights listed in the Grading Scheme. There will be no makeup assignments or extra credit assignments. The grades you earn are the grades you will receive. The breakdown of percentages into letter grades, GPA, and grade definitions is viewable here: https://governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/secretariat/policies/grading-practices-policy-university-assessment-and-january-1-2020 
	Module
	Topic
	Assignments
	Readings
	Date

	1
	Introduction

What is psychopathy?
	Lecture Review #1
	Psychopathy Unmasked: Introduction
	Sept. 3 | 9 – 12.00 pm

	2
	The Problem of Psychopathy
Common claims and legal influence
	Lecture Review #2
	Psychopathy Unmasked: Chapter 1
Hare (1996)
	Sept. 10 | 9 – 12.00 pm

	3
	Psychopathy and Forensic Risk
Are psychopathic persons extraordinarily dangerous?
	Lecture Review #3
	Psychopathy Unmasked: Chapter 2
	Sept. 17 | 9 – 12.00 pm

	4
	Psychopathy and Treatment
Is psychopathy a chronic condition?
	Lecture Review #4
	Psychopathy Unmasked: Chapter 3
	Sept. 24 | 9 – 12.00 pm

	
	Quiz #1
	Online Quiz via Quercus

Time: 45 minutes to complete
	Covers material from Module 1, 2, 3, & 4.
	Deadline:

Sunday, Sept. 28 

	5
	Psychopathy and Moral Psychology
Are “psychopaths” morally colorblind?
	Lecture Review #5
	Psychopathy Unmasked: Chapter 4
	Oct. 1 | 9 – 12.00 pm


	6
	The Neuroscience of Psychopathy
Is psychopathy a brain disorder?
	Lecture Review #6
	Psychopathy Unmasked: Chapter 5
	Oct. 8 | 9 – 12.00 pm

	7
	Two Theories of Psychopathy
Has psychopathy been validated? 
	Lecture Review #7

+ Assignment #1
	Psychopathy Unmasked: Chapter 6
	Oct. 15 | 9 – 12.00 pm

	8
	Psychopathy and Scientific Spin
Is rhetoric eclipsing the empirical evidence?
	Lecture Review #8
	Jalava et al. (2021)
Jalava & Griffiths (2022)
	Oct. 22 | 9 – 12.00 pm

	
	Quiz #2
	Online Quiz via Quercus

Time: 45 minutes to complete
	Covers material from Module 5, 6, 7, & 8.
	Deadline:

Sunday, Oct. 26

	READING WEEK | OCTOBER 27 – NOVEMBER 2 

NO CLASSES

	9
	Psychopathy and Ethics
Are psychopathy assessments ethical?
	Lecture Review #9
	Psychopathy Unmasked: Chapter 7
DeMatteo et al. (2020)
	Nov. 5 | 9 – 12.00 pm

	10
	Explaining a Lack of Evidence I
Reviewing mainstream perspectives
	Lecture Review #10
	Psychopathy Unmasked: Chapter 8
Lilienfeld (2021)
	Nov. 12 | 9 – 12.00 pm

	11
	Explaining a Lack of Evidence II

Is psychopathy a “zombie” idea?
	Lecture Review #11

+ Assignment #2
	Psychopathy Unmasked: Chapter 8
Excerpts from Cleckley (1976)
	Nov. 19 | 9 – 12.00 pm

	12
	The Future of Psychopathy Research
Class Discussion
	Lecture Review #12
	Psychopathy Unmasked: Conclusion
Maruna (2025)
	Nov. 26 | 9 – 12.00 pm

	
	Quiz #3
	Online Quiz via Quercus

Time: 45 minutes to complete
	NB: This quiz is “accumulative”, covering the material from Module 1 to 12.
	Deadline:

Sunday, Nov. 30


OVERVIEW OF IMPORTANT COURSE INFORMATION
Note: You are responsible for reading and acknowledging all the information in this syllabus. The points below do not substitute for a full understanding of the course policies/guidelines that follow.
1. Assignment Submission Policy: All assignments will be submitted using the university’s plagiarism software by the assignment deadline.


2. Policy for Late Assignments: Late assignments will not be accepted. Extensions will not be granted without prior permission from the instructor before the deadline. 


3. Policy for Missed Tests/Quizzes: Students who miss a term test will be assigned a mark of zero for that test unless they are granted special consideration. Holidays and pre-purchased airplane tickets, family plans (unless there is a critical issue such as a death in the family), lack of student preparation, or the amount of work in other courses, are NOT acceptable excuses.

4. Accessibility Accommodation: Students with an accessibility issue must consult with UTM’s Accessibility Services in the Davis Building (www.utm.utoronto.ca/accessibility). Please contact the Accessibility Office at the beginning of your courses so that the proper supports are in place.


5. Taping/Recording/Photographing Lectures: Taping / Recording / Photographing Lectures is not allowed and strictly prohibited. Any material prepared by the instructor is considered by the University to be an instructor’s intellectual property covered by the Canadian Copyright Act. It is absolutely forbidden for a student to publish an instructor’s notes to a website or sell them in other forms, and violators will be prosecuted accordingly.

6. Course Communication: Always use your @mail.utoronto.ca email, and always include the course code in the subject line.


7. Classroom Conduct: All mobile communication devices must be turned off during lecture. Students who do not abide by the U of T code of conduct will be instructed to leave the lecture.


8. Online Conduct: You will not share online, publicly nor on social media any of the images of shown in the course, or those sent to you for personal study.  You will follow “netiquette” guidelines at all times.
9. Re-grading Policy: A student who believes that their term work has been unfairly marked must make any inquiries about the mark on a graded piece of work within one month of the return date of the work, and before the final exam.

10. Academic Integrity: All suspected cases of academic dishonesty, including but not limited to plagiarism, document forging, and impersonation will be investigated following procedures outlined in the Code of Behaviour on Academic Matters. It is your responsibility to understand the Code of Student Conduct and the Code of Behavior on Academic Matters.

11. Course Outline: Course Outline: Last day to drop a fall course from academic record and GPA: November 11, 2025; available on the Office of the Registrar Important Dates page at: https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/registrar/important-dates 
IMPORTANT COURSE INFORMATION (Detailed)

FORENSIC COURSE CONTENT WARNING

Forensic Science courses may present content that includes (but is not limited to) visual depictions or discussions of assault, violent crimes, human tissue, victimization of children, death, psychological trauma, and systemic oppression. Students should be aware that some content may be distressing or unsettling.
Forensic courses provide an open space for the critical and civil exchange of ideas, and students are expected to create an atmosphere of mutual respect and sensitivity.

If you are finding the content of your courses distressing, support is available for students through the UTM Health & Counselling Centre
· Phone: 905-828-5255
· Email: health.utm@utoronto.ca
After-Hours Community Support:

· Good2Talk (student distress): 1 866 925 5454
Assignment Submission Policy

All electronic assignments will be submitted electronically through Quercus and will be subject to the university’s plagiarism software. 

The university’s plagiarism software is a tool that will assist in detecting textual similarities between compared works.  An originality score determines the percentage of the text of the paper that appears similar to other sources.  This score will appear with your graded paper.

Normally, students will be required to submit their course essays using the university’s plagiarism software for a review of textual similarity and detection of possible plagiarism. In doing so, students will allow their essays to be included as source documents in the university’s plagiarism software reference database, where they will be used solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism. The terms that apply to the University’s use of the university’s plagiarism software service are described on the university’s website. If students prefer not to submit their essays using the university’s plagiarism software, they must meet with the professor or TA before the assignments’ due dates (i.e., two weeks).

Students who choose to opt out of using the university’s plagiarism software must do so in writing by email to the course instructor before September 15.  Assignments without the use of the university’s plagiarism software must be accompanied by an outline, first draft and an annotated bibliography to demonstrate the originality of the paper. Students are responsible for ensuring that the correct assignment has been submitted and is present online.

Policy for Late Assignments

The Forensic Science Program has a zero tolerance policy for late assignments, and will not accepted submissions past the given deadline. Extensions will only be granted with permission from the instructor prior to the deadline. Extensions will not be granted after a missed deadline.

If you have a legitimate excuse for an expectation of a late assignment, you must contact your professor or TA immediately. Contacting your professor or TA does not guarantee an acceptance of your request. 

Policy for Missed Tests (including Quizzes)

Students who miss a term test will be assigned a mark of zero for that test unless they are granted special consideration. 

If the term test was missed for reasons entirely beyond the student's control, you must contact your professor or TA. Requests will be considered on a case-by-case basis, and contacting your professor or TA does not guarantee a successful request. 
Important note regarding missed assignments and tests

Holidays and pre-purchased airplane tickets, family plans (unless there is a critical issue such as a death in the family), lack of student preparation, or the amount of work in other courses, are NOT acceptable excuses.
Final Exam

There is no final exam in this course.
Final Marks

Final marks are tentative until approved by Department Chair and the Office of the Dean and recorded in the Office of the Registrar.
Accessibility Accommodation

The University provides academic accommodations for students with disabilities in accordance with the terms of the Ontario Human Rights Code (http://www.efc.ca/pages/law/ontario/H.19.sect.html) and the AODA legislation31F (Access for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, http://www.aoda.ca). Under the legislation, responsibility for ensuring accessibility is shared among all the players in the University: Accessibility Services, instructors, academic units and staff. Beyond our legislative obligations, the U of T takes pride in its serious commitment to those with disabilities. Our objective is an accessible learning environment that both meets the needs of students and preserves the essential academic integrity of the University’s courses and programs. Students with an accessibility issue must consult with UTM’s Accessibility Services in the Davis Building (www.utm.utoronto.ca/accessibility). Please contact the Accessibility Office at the beginning of your courses so that the proper supports are in place.

Equity and Diversity

The University of Toronto is committed to equity, human rights and respect for diversity. All members of the learning environment in this course should strive to create an atmosphere of mutual respect where all members of our community can express themselves, engage with each other, and respect one another’s differences. U of T does not condone discrimination or harassment against any persons or communities. As a course instructor, I will neither condone nor tolerate behaviour that undermines the dignity or self-esteem of any individual in this course and wish to be alerted to any attempt to create an intimidating or hostile environment. It is our collective responsibility to create a space that is inclusive and welcomes discussion. Discrimination, harassment and hate speech will not be tolerated. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns you may contact the UTM Equity and Diversity officer at edo.utm@utoronto.ca or the University of Toronto Mississauga Students’ Union Vice President Equity at vpequity@utmsu.ca.

Taping / Recording / Photographing Lectures 
Taping / Recording / Photographing Lectures is not allowed. Any material prepared by the instructor is considered by the University to be an instructor’s intellectual property covered by the Canadian Copyright Act. Students wishing to record lecture or other course material in any way are required to ask the instructor’s explicit permission, and may not do so unless permission is granted. This includes tape/audio recording, filming, photographing PowerPoint slides, Quercus materials, etc. Such permission is only for that individual student’s own study purposes and does not include permission to “publish” them in any way. It is absolutely forbidden for a student to publish an instructor’s notes to a website or sell them in other forms without formal permission.
Course Communication

Please use your @mail.utoronto.ca email address to ensure that your email messages are not filtered out by spam software and include FSC220 in the subject line of your emails. I will try to reply to all appropriate emails within 48 hours on business days. Keep your emails brief, and come to my office for longer discussions.
Academic Skills Centre

If you need assistance with your academic proficiency (e.g., writing skills, note taking, time management, study techniques etc.) please do not hesitate to contact the Robert Gillespie Academic Skills Centre for assistance at https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/asc/.

The Robert Gillespie Academic Skills Centre (RGASC) is located in Room 3251 on the third floor of the Maanjiwe nendamowinan Building. The RGASC offers individual consultations, workshops (many CCR-accredited), and a wide range of programs to help students identify and develop the academic skills they need for success in their studies. Visit the RGASC website to explore their online resources, book a face-to-face or online appointment, or learn about other programming such as Writing Retreats, the Program for Accessing Research Training (PART), drop-in hours for Mathematics, Writing, and Study Skills, and dedicated resources for English Language Learners.
Classroom Conduct

All cellphones, pagers and PDAs must be turned off during the lectures. You are expected to abide by the University of Toronto’s code of student conduct. Students who do not abide by the code of conduct will be asked to leave the lecture. Please refer to the University of Toronto Code of Student Conduct at http://www.governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/Assets/Governing+Council+Digital+Assets/Policies/PDF/ppjul012002.pdf.

Online Conduct

By registering for a UTM course that has content delivered remotely, you agree to abide by the  Canadian Society of Forensic Science’s Code of Conduct and the Association of Certified Forensic Investigators of Canada’ Code of Professional Ethics & Conduct, as well as the 2003 Code of Ethics of the American Association of Physical Anthropologists. You will not share online, publicly or on social media any of the images of human remains, crime scenes, or evidence shown in the course, or those sent to you for personal study. These will be shared with you solely for educational purposes. You also agree to follow “etiquette” guidelines in all your course activities, online chats, and class collaborations. By logging on to the online sessions (e.g., Zoom), you agree to conduct in a respectful and professional manner. The course instructor reserves the right to revoke your access to the course if your behaviour is disruptive or unethical. Your conduct will also be reported for violating terms of service.

Religious Observance Accommodation

It is the policy of the University of Toronto to arrange reasonable accommodation of the needs of students who observe religious holy days other than those already accommodated by ordinary scheduling and statutory holidays. Students have a responsibility to alert members of the teaching staff at the beginning of the term to upcoming religious observances and anticipated absences. It is most important that no student be seriously disadvantaged because of their religious observances. However, in the scheduling of academic and other activities, it is also important to ensure that the accommodation of one group does not seriously disadvantage other groups within the University community. On an annual basis, the Office of the Vice-President and Provost publishes information concerning the anticipated dates of a number of holy days over the subsequent two academic years. The Office of the ViceProvost, Students & First-Entry Divisions has published guidelines found at http://www.viceprovoststudents.utoronto.ca/publicationsandpolicies/guidelines/religiousobservances.htm. 

Re-grading Policy

For term work worth less than 20% of the final grade:

A student who believes that their term work has been unfairly marked must make any inquiries about the mark on a graded piece of work within one month of the return date of the work. Regrade requests for term work worth less than 20% of the final mark may be submitted to the person who marked the work for re-evaluation. The student must submit: (1) the original piece of work; and (2) a written explanation detailing why they believe the work was unfairly/incorrectly marked. If a remarking is granted by an instructor, the student must accept the resulting mark as the new mark, whether it goes up or down or remains the same. 

For term work worth 20% or more of the final grade:

Only term work worth at least 20% of the course mark may be appealed beyond the instructor. Such appeals must first follow the same guidelines as those mentioned directly above for work worth less than 20%. Again, the student must accept that the mark resulting from the appeal may be higher or lower or the same as the original mark. For more information about the appeals process refer to the UTM Academic Handbook at https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/dean/academic-handbook.

Academic Integrity

https://utm.utoronto.ca/academic-integrity
Academic integrity is essential to the pursuit of learning and scholarship in a university, and to ensuring that a degree from the University of Toronto is a strong signal of each student’s individual academic achievement. As a result, the University treats cases of cheating and plagiarism very seriously.  The University of Toronto’s Code of Behaviour on Academic Matters (www.governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/policies/behaveac.htm) outlines the behaviours that constitute academic dishonesty and the processes for addressing academic offences.  Potential offences include, but are not limited to:
In papers and assignments:

· Using someone else’s ideas or words without appropriate acknowledgement.

· Submitting your own work in more than one course without the permission of the instructor.

· Making up sources or facts.

· Obtaining or providing unauthorized assistance on any assignment.

On tests and exams:
· Using or possessing unauthorized aids.

· Looking at someone else’s answers during an exam or test.

· Misrepresenting your identity.

In academic work:
· Falsifying institutional documents or grades.

· Falsifying or altering any documentation required by the University, including (but not limited to) doctor’s notes.

With regard to remote learning and online courses, UTM wishes to remind students that they are expected to adhere to the Code of Behaviour on Academic Matters regardless of the course delivery method. By offering students the opportunity to learn remotely, UTM expects that students will maintain the same academic honesty and integrity that they would in a classroom setting. Potential academic offences in a digital context include, but are not limited to:

Remote assessments:

· Accessing unauthorized resources (search engines, chat rooms, Reddit, etc.) for assessments.

· Using technological aids (e.g., software) beyond what is listed as permitted in an assessment.

· Posting test, essay, or exam questions to message boards or social media.

· Creating, accessing, and sharing assessment questions and answers in virtual “course groups.”

· Working collaboratively, in-person or online, with others on assessments that are expected to be completed individually.

All suspected cases of academic dishonesty will be investigated following procedures outlined in the Code of Behaviour on Academic Matters. If you have questions or concerns about what constitutes appropriate academic behaviour or appropriate research and citation methods, you are expected to seek out additional information on academic integrity from your instructor or from other institutional resources (see https://academicintegrity.utoronto.ca/).

It is your responsibility to understand the Code of Student Conduct and the Code of Behavior on Academic Matters.  These can be found on the UTM Office of the Registrar website > Academic Support > Student Rights & Responsibilities at https://www.utm.utoronto.ca/registrar/academic-support/student-rights-responsibilities.
A.I. Generative Software Policy

It is the default policy of the Forensic Science Program that the use of Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI), or foundational models that can create writing, computer code, and/or images using minimal human prompting, are strictly prohibited for the purpose of completing or contributing to the completion of course assignments and submissions.
The knowing use of generative artificial intelligence tools, including ChatGPT and other AI writing and coding assistants, for the completion of, or to support the completion of, an examination, term test, assignment, or any other form of academic assessment, may be considered an academic offense in this course. This includes generated ideas, or expressions of an idea, that was AI-generated.
Students may not copy or paraphrase from any generative artificial intelligence applications, including ChatGPT and other AI writing and coding assistants, for the purpose of completing assignments in this course. 
This course policy is designed to promote your learning and intellectual development and to help you reach course learning outcomes.

Plagiarism
It shall be an offence for a student knowingly: 
A. to forge or in any other way alter or falsify any document or evidence required by the University, or to utter, circulate or make use of any such forged, altered or falsified document, whether the record be in print or electronic form; 

B. to use or possess an unauthorized aid or aids or obtain unauthorized assistance in any academic examination or term test or in connection with any other form of academic work; 

C. to personate another person, or to have another person personate, at any academic examination or term test or in connection with any other form of academic work; 

D. to represent as one’s own any idea or expression of an idea or work of another in any academic examination or term test or in connection with any other form of academic work, i.e. to commit plagiarism (for a more detailed account of plagiarism, see Appendix "A") 

E. to submit, without the knowledge and approval of the instructor to whom it is submitted, any academic work for which credit has previously been obtained or is being sought in another course or program of study in the University or elsewhere; 

F. to submit any academic work containing a purported statement of fact or reference to a source which has been concocted. 

(Code of Behaviour on Academic Matters)

Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA) Notice:

This course, including your participation, may be recorded on video and will be available to students in the course for viewing remotely and after each session. Course videos and materials belong to your instructor, the University, and/or other sources depending on the specific facts of each situation, and are protected by copyright. Do not download, copy, or share any course or student materials or videos without the explicit permission of the instructor. For questions about recording and use of videos in which you appear please contact your instructor. 



Lecture Schedule: 


Wednesday 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Room: MN 3120





Instructor: Dr. Rasmus Rosenberg Larsen


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rosenberg.larsen@utoronto.ca" �rosenberg.larsen@utoronto.ca�  Office: NSB 2010





Office Hours: Tuesdays 2 p.m. – 3 p.m. and by appointment Office: NSB 2010





Teaching Assistant: Noor Abbas





All new course information will be posted on Quercus.
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